
 
  Ref:    Date: June 10, 2017 

 

To,  
H&M,  

Bangladesh.   

Statement of NGWF activists regarding sacking German H&M Works Council Members 

We write as the activist of National Garment Workers Federation (NGWF) to express our great 

concerns regarding sacking of H&M Works Council Members in Germany, named Lukasz, Mali & 

Nico.  

 

In November 2016, H&M requested to terminate a works council member of the Leverkusen store, 

named Lukasz for alleged“self-exerted leave of absence”. The labour court has already ruled the 

allegation void and a termination illegitimate. 

 

In January 2017 H&M requested to terminate Mali, the longtime works council president of the 

Tuebingen store and member of the national works council of H&M who is very committed and 

very successful concerning the safeguarding of workers’ rights. H&M tried to get rid of him by 

offering him compensation. When he rejected, management claimed he had offered to sell 

them his complicity in undermining workers’ rights. There are no witnesses to this alleged 

conversation. The labour court will decide on the credibility of this claim on June 20 in Reutlingen.  

 

Very recently, in May, another request for termination has been issued by H&M against Nico, the 

works council president of a Bonn store, also a member of the national works council and very 

successful in supporting the establishment of new works councils. The fabricated allegation in his 

case: “manipulation of working hours and self-exerted leave of absence”. 

 

We are deeply concerned by termination from employment of individual like Lukasz, Mali & 

Nico, who promote workers rights. You, the H&M always claims that you respect workers rights. 

Despite of that, how can be the workers were sacked with false allegation from your brand? It can 

never be justified by anything.  We demand the withdrawal of all termination requests; we also 

request H&M to take immediate action to reinstate Lukasz, Mali & Nico. 

 

On behalf of NGWF activists,  

 
Amirul Haque Amin  

President, NGWF 


